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ONE VOTE, ONE VALUE LEGISLATION, REFERENDUM 

22. Mr B.J. GRYLLS to the Premier:   
I refer to the second reading speech for the Retail Trading Hours Amendment (Referendums) Bill 2004 in the 
Legislative Council last November where Hon Kim Chance said - 

The Government’s attempts to provide these hours have been stymied by the Legislative Council.  Now 
it is up to the people to decide, but first we must give them that opportunity.  

He goes on to say - 

It is clear that given the contentious nature of this issue, a clear mandate is required.  A referendum is 
the only way to settle this issue. 

Will the Premier give the people of Western Australia the same opportunity to decide on one vote, one value 
legislation, which will have a fundamental and far-reaching impact on the Western Australian political system?  

Dr G.I. GALLOP replied: 

The people have spoken on retail trading hours.  We gave them the chance to vote on the matter and I think the 
people appreciated the fact that this government gave that issue to them to decide on.  

When it comes to our state’s electoral system, my government, and indeed my predecessors, has had a long-held 
aspiration to achieve voting equality in Western Australia.  Once upon a time in the 1930s, a progressive Liberal 
Leader, Thomas Davy, who represented West Perth and who had the misfortune of dying while he was playing 
cards, favoured one vote, one value.  From time to time Liberal members who believe in the principle of equal 
voting rights have popped up.  Unfortunately, since that time, not too many like Mr Davy have surfaced in the 
Parliament.  

The time has come to move on, and many Liberals agree that we should move on with this issue.  However, the 
Leader of the Opposition is the problem.  Many of his colleagues agree that our system needs reforming.  We 
must now move forward on this issue.  

The Australian Labor Party has always said that this is a matter that it will take to elections.  Labor has 
introduced legislation in every Parliament in which I have been involved since my election as a member of 
Parliament.  We achieved some degree of change in the upper and lower houses back in 1987 as a result of some 
support from the National Party.  We need to take the next step.  I urge all members of Parliament to look at the 
issue from the point of view of the interests of the people of Western Australia.  It is not an issue that favours the 
Liberal Party or the Labor Party. 

Ms K. Hodson-Thomas:  You’re joking, Premier! 

Dr G.I. GALLOP:  It is an issue for the people.  Members opposite have short memories.  Go back and look at 
the representation that exists in seats all over Western Australia and see how they change with the political 
pendulum: sometimes Labor represents these seats, and sometimes the Liberals.  This is not party political 
legislation, but legislation for the people of Western Australia.  It is about time our Parliament grew up and 
supported the sorts of changes that give strength to our democracy because they are underpinned by proper 
principles. 
 


